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“Towards humanity with a Kairos consciousness”  

 

To: 

 

The Government of the Republic of South Africa 

c/o Deputy Minister Marius Fransman 

 

cc  South African Ambassador to Israel 

  Mr Ismail Coovadia 

ambicsa@gmail.com 

 

cc. Mr Gwede Mantashe, ANC General Secretary 

 

23 February 2012 

 

Dear Sir 

Urgent Action Appeal to rescind Demolition Orders in Palestinian Village 

In November 2009 the South African government called upon the Israeli government to 

cease its activities that "are reminiscent of apartheid forced removals".1 Sadly, those policies 

and practices of the State of Israel continue.  

We now call upon the South African Government to request the Israeli Ambassador in South 

Africa and/or Mr. Ehud Barak, Israeli Minister of Defense to rescind the recent 25 

demolition orders issued by the Israeli Military Government's Civil Administration to the 

village of Al ‘Aqaba in the West Bank:   

 

Mr. Ehud Barak, Minister of Defense 

Hakirya, Tel Aviv, Israel  

Fax: +972-3-6977285 / +972-3-6916940  

Mail: minister@mod.gov.il / dover@mod.gov.il / pniot@mod.gov.il  

                                                           
1
 South African Government Informations. 2009. South Africa's response to latest Israeli settlement activities in East 
Jerusalem. [Internet].  Available:  www.info.gov.za/speeches/2009/09112415151001.htm   [2012, 17 February].  
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The village of Al‘Aqaba lies east of Tubas, in the northern part of the Jordan Valley.  For 

many years, the 300 inhabitants of this village have faced severe repression by the Israeli 

Military Government, and repeated destruction of homes and infrastructure. Despite recent 

promises to the village by IDF Brigadier General Motti Almaz, harassment continues on a 

weekly basis and the threat of mass destruction of homes hovers over the village.  (Please 

see the attached information sheet).  

 

The residents of Al‘Aqaba have the right to live peacefully in their homes.  Article 23 of The 

Hague Convention of 1907 clearly states that: 

“it is especially forbidden (for the occupier) to destroy or seize the enemy's 

property, unless such destruction or seizure be imperatively demanded by the 

necessities of war."   

Article 53 of the Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949 in turn states that: 

“any destruction by the Occupying Power of real or personal property 

belonging individually or collectively to private persons, or to the State, or to 

other public authorities, or to social or cooperative organizations, is 

prohibited, except where such destruction is rendered absolutely necessary by 

military operations.” 

 

Al ‘Aqaba is not the only example of a village in the West Bank where civilians suffer from 

multiple and illegal ways by which the Israeli occupation is enforced: 

 Members of Kairos Southern Africa who worked in Palestine as human rights 

monitors witnessed the devastation on the lives of civilians when their houses, 

schools, clinics, mosques, water cisterns, animal shelters and roads are being 

demolished by Israel.   

 According to the United Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs in the 

occupied Palestinian territories (UNOCHA) demolitions and forced displacements in 

the West Bank are on the increase. During 2011, almost 1100 Palestinians, over half 

of them children, were displaced due to home demolitions.  This represents an 

increase of over 80% in comparison with 2010. During last year, 4 200 Palestinians 

were affected by the destruction of their livelihoods.2 

 On 27 January 2012, Mr Maxwell Gaylard, United Nations Humanitarian Coordinator 
for occupied Palestinian territory called for an immediate end to home demolitions 
in the West Bank by the Government of Israel.  

 

                                                           
2
 United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs.  2012. Demolitions and Forced Displacement in the 
occupied West Bank.  [Internet].  Available: 
http://www.ochaopt.org/documents/ocha_opt_demolitions_factSheet_january_2012_english.pdf  [2012, 2 February] 

 

http://www.ochaopt.org/documents/ocha_opt_demolitions_factSheet_january_2012_english.pdf
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Our call for justice on behalf of the residents of Al‘ Aqaba is an urgent appeal for adequate 

housing and infrastructure without the threat of demolitions in all the villages in Area C of 

the West Bank.  

 

 

God bless. 

 

 
Edwin Arrison (Rev) 

General-secretary 

 

On behalf of Kairos Southern Africa 

(including Rev. Moss Nthla, Rev. Edwin Arrison, Ms. Dudu Masango, Dr. Stiaan van der Merwe, Dr. 
Frank Chikane, Terry Crawford-Browne, Laurie Gaum, Dr. Clint le Bruyns, Deon Scharneck, Ms Christel 
Erasmus and Ms Marthie Momberg); 

Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions in South Africa (BDS South Africa); 

MRN 

The Palestine Solidarity Campaign in South Africa; 

The South African Transport and Allied Workers Union (SATAWU);  

Dr Carol Martin, Ecumenical Accompanier in Palestine and Israel (EAPPI Team 40) 

Dr Shereen Usdin 
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SUMMARY OF EVENTS:  

 

 

In recent years, the Rebuilding Alliance (www.rebuildingalliance.org), an American human 

rights organization sparked international interest in the Jordan Valley village of Al‘Aqaba by 

discussing its problems with Members of the US Congress and organizing an awareness-

building tour for the village's mayor, Haj Samy Sadeeq (Tel. +972.9.257.2201) in the United 

States. 

 

As a result, in January 2012, the Head of the Israeli Civil Administration (which is in fact a 

military organization) Brigadier General Motti Almaz visited the village, to “look into 

complaints” filed by Aqaba’s residents pertaining to mass demolition orders that would 

effectively destroy the entire village if executed. According to Sadeeq, he said to Almaz the 

following during the latter’s visit to Al‘Aqaba’s Village Council: 

 

“You destroy our homes and we build them again. What else can we 

do? This is our village and we have nowhere else to go. In our village 

there had never been clashes with the military. Yet, for years soldiers 

trained here with live ammunition between our homes, and as a result 

villagers were killed and wounded. I personally was shot when I was 

just 16 years old and remain in a wheelchair for life. Yet I feel no 

bitterness or hatred. I support peace. I just ask that the military leave 

us alone.” 

 

Moreover, Sadeeq asked Almaz to approve a zoning plan for Al‘Aqaba so villagers can build 

legally, and for reassurances that the military will not demolish ‘Peace Road’ (the main 

entrance into Al‘Aqaba) again if the village rebuilds it with their own money and labor. He 

also asked Almaz for permission to build a school on the 42 dunams (4.2 hectres) of “state 

land” that is in the middle of the village, for Al‘Aqaba to be connected to the water network, 

and re-connected to the electric grid. 

 

Almaz responded to all of Sadeeq’s concerns by saying, “We will look into it”.  

 

A few days later, on 24 January 2012 a representative of the Civil Administration distributed 

17 demolition orders for homes, animal shelters, and even the communal oven. The 

representative told Sadeeq, “This whole village is illegal; everything must be destroyed”. A 

few days later, the same person returned to Al‘Aqaba and issued another eight demolition 

orders, which included orders to demolish Al‘Aqaba’s kindergarten and medical clinic. In 

total, 25 of 45 structures in the village received demolition orders in January 2012. 

 

The World Council of Churches’ Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme in Palestine 

and Israel prepared an online album of photographs (http://tinyurl.com/89deykb) of 

structures in Al‘Aqaba that have pending demolition orders. 

 

 

http://www.rebuildingalliance.org/
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